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Surveys, History, and Background

Julius Guttman, Philosophies of Judaism (Holt, Reinhart and Winston, 1964)

This is considered one of the classic works for understanding Jewish thought, as it begins with biblical material and continues through the Talmud, the medieval period, and into modernity. It is, however, most valuable for medieval Jewish philosophy, and predominantly focuses on the schools of thought with focuses on individuals such as Saadiah Gaon, Bahya ibn Pakuda, Judah Halevi, Maimonides, Crescas, etc.

Isaac Husik, A History of Medieval Jewish Philosophy (Atheneum, 1974).


Husik’s classic portrayal of the development of Jewish philosophy traces the history and thought of some of the major players of the era.  Each chapter summarizes the philosophy of a major figure, including Ibn Gabirol, Bahya ibn Pakuda, and Yosef Albo. 

Paul R. Mendes-Flohr and Jehuda Reinharz, eds., The Jew in the Modern World (Oxford University Press, 1980)


A sourcebook of major primary texts from the seventeenth century to the Holocaust. A valuable resource for anyone interested in bringing actual historical documents (albeit not philosophical) to outline and elucidate the issues of the time period. A terrific source for historical background to frame the issues. 

Norbert Samuelson, An Introduction to Modern Jewish Philosophy (State University of New York Press, 1989).


This is a basic introduction to Jewish thought from the Spanish Expulsion until the 1980s. Divided into three sections, the book focuses on general historical background, Jewish commitment to tradition and mitzvot, and the basic thought of modern Jewish philosophers such as Spinoza, Mendelssohn, Buber, Kaplan, and Fackenheim. 

Colette Sirat, A History of Jewish Philosophy in the Middle Ages (Cambridge University Press, 1985)


The most recent and authoritative guide to the study of medieval Jewish philosophy. Sirat relies on extensive quotations as she guides the reader through the eighth to fifteenth centuries. Unlike her predecessors, Sirat also focuses on some of the minor figures of the time period as well as more post-Maimonidean philosophy than the other volumes. The volume also includes valuable bibliographic material for each of philosophers and eras mentioned.

Dan Cohn-Sherbok, Fifty Key Jewish Thinkers (Routledge, 1997)


Offering fifty short biographies of major thinkers, along with bibliographic notes and suggestions for further reading, this book can be useful for getting a very basic start on some of the key philosophic players in whatever period is being addressed. 

Norbert Samuelson, Jewish Philosophy: A Historical Survey (Continuum Books, 2003).


Intended as a secondary source text for general university courses in Jewish philosophy, this volume examines texts ranging from Midrash to modern works. Among the philosophers discussed are Saadia Gaon, Judah Halevi, Maimonides, and Hasdai Crescas. 

Daniel H. Frank and Oliver Leaman eds., History of Jewish Philosophy (Routledge, 2003).


A collection of independent essays surveying the history of Jewish philosophy, from the Bible to the present.   

http://jnul.huji.ac.il/rambi/

This link is for the online version of Hebrew University’s רשימת מאמרים במדעי היהדות. Here, online searches can be conducted of thousands of academic periodicals and collections of articles on issues in Jewish studies and Jewish thought.

Maimonides

Marvin Fox, Interpreting Maimonides (University of Chicago Press, 1994) 


In this collection of essays, Fox primarily addresses the issues of reason and revelation in Maimonides.

Isadore Twersky, A Maimonides Reader (Behrman House Publishing, 1995)


This volume is a translated and annotated anthology of some of the Rambam’s most important writings. It includes notes on the selections and an incredibly valuable introduction for understanding the Rambam’s life, work, central ideas, and contribution to Jewish thought. 

Kenneth Seeskin, Maimonides: A Guide for Today’s Perplexed (Behrman House Publishing, 1995)


An accessible guide to the Rambam’s ideas that does not require formal training in philosophy to understand. 

Kenneth Seeskin, The Cambridge Companion to Maimonides (Cambridge University Press, 2005)


This volume in the Cambridge series includes essays by David Shatz, David Novak, Menachem Kellener, Aviezer Ravitzky and others on subjects ranging from moral philosophy to jurisprudence to educational philosophy. 

Other Pivotal Figures

Altmann, Alexander, ed., Three Jewish Philosophers (Atheneum, 1977).


This volume looks at selected writings of Philo, Saadia Gaon, and Yehuda Halevi. While the material is predominantly primary, the introductions to the writings of each philosopher serve as important and lucid secondary analysis, which elucidates each philosopher’s basic ideas and contribution to Jewish thought. 

Sa'adia Gaon

Online bibliography of primary and secondary sources about Saadiah Gaon, mostly in Hebrew.  http://www.biu.ac.il/JS/jm/menu.files/Syllabus.files/bib_rasag.doc
Gersonides (Ralbag)

J. David Bleich, Providence in the Philosophy of Gersonides (Yeshiva University Press, 1973)


This volume includes three chapters on providence in Gersonides, comparing and contrasting his thought to that of earlier philosophers. Additionally, included is a good biography of Gersonides, putting him in historical perspective.

Robert Eisen, Gersonides on Providence, Covenant, and the Chosen People (State University of New York Press, 1995)

This volume brings together the Ralbag’s philosophical and exegetical works in order to create a comprehensive understanding of his philosophy. It does a good job in showing how one can use biblical commentary for the study of Jewish thought. 

Hasdai Crescas 

Warren Zev Harvey, Physics and Metaphysics in Hasdai Crescas, (JC Gieben, 1999)


This book examines central themes in the thought of Crescas, treating both his critiques of Aristotle and Maimonides as well as his approach to human choice (bchirah chofshit). Although somewhat academic, it is far more readily available than the only other English-language volume on Crescas, Meyer Waxman’s 1966 The Philosophy of Don Hasdai Crescas. 
Isaac Abravanel

Benzion Netanyahu, Don Isaac Abravanel: Statesman and Philosopher, 5th ed., (Cornell University Press, 1999).


Widely considered to be the classic biography of the Abravanel, Netanayahu’s work also focuses on the Abravanel’s philosophic and communal influence in the age of the Spanish Expulsion.

Eric Lawee, Isaac Abarbanel's Stance Toward Tradition: Defense, Dissent, and 
Dialogue (State University of New York Press, 2001)


Lawee predominantly focuses on Abarbanel’s exegetical writings in order to analyze the contribution, creativity, and thought of the Abarbanel. 

Seymour Feldman, Philosophy in a Time of Crisis: Don Isaac Abravanel, Defender of the Faith (RoutledgeCurzon, 2002)


This volume focuses on the Abravanel’s philosophy, in particular discussing Abravanel’s defense of Judaism against Christianity in the period following the Expulsion. 

Judah Halevi

Yochanan Silman, Philosopher and Prophet: Judah Halevi, the Kuzari, and the Evolution of his Thought (State University of New York Press, 1995)


Translated from the original Hebrew, Silman’s work attempts to give an overview of Halevi’s thought, evaluating its development, and generally providing the reader with a deeper understanding of the meaning and method in the Kuzari. 

Barry S. Kogan, “Judah Halevi and his use of Philosophy in the Kuzari,” in Daniel H. Frank and Oliver Leaman, eds., The Cambridge Companion to Medieval Jewish Philosophy (Cambridge University Press, 2003)


This short essay gives a good overview of Halevi’s philosophic influences and places the Kuzari in its philosophical context. 

Maharal

Byron L. Sherwin, Mystical Theology and Social Dissent: The Life and Works of Judah Loew of Prague (Fairleigh Dickinson University Press, 1982). 


This volume organizes and summarizes Maharal's complex ideas, providing philosophical and theological background to his writings.  In particular, the book examines his theology from a mystical perspective, evaluating his views on God, Torah, and Israel, as well as his views on the nature of man. 

Samson Raphael Hirsch

Dayan Isidor Grunfeld, “Introduction” in Samson Raphael Hirsch, Horeb (Soncino, 1962).


Grunfeld’s introduction begins with the historical and intellectual background for the writing of Horeb, and then systematically goes through the basic themes and underpinnings of Hirsch’s thought, giving the reader a well-rounded understanding of Hirschian thought, from Oral Law, to classification of mitzvot, to symbolism, etc.. 

Noah Rosenbloom, Tradition in an Age of Reform: The Religious Philosophy of Samson Raphael Hirsch (Jewish Publication Society, 1976).


A classic study of the thought of Hirsch and his response to the ethos of his time. Examines the novelty in his approach and his strive to preserve tradition under duress and opposition. 
Abraham Isaac Kook

Binyamin Ish Shalom, Rabbi Abraham Isaac HaKohen Kook: Between Rationalism and Mysticism (State University of New York Press, 1993)


Translated from the Hebrew, this book summarizes and organizes central themes in Rav Kook's writings, focusing particularly on the relationship between philosophical reasoning and mystical experience in Rav Kook's philosophy.

Lawrence Kaplan and David Shatz, Rabbi Abraham Isaac Kook and Jewish Spirituality (New York University Press, 1995)


This collection of essays includes discussion of themes such as Kook and his relationship to mysticism and philosophy, his relationship to Zionism and the State of Israel, and others.  Authors include scholars such as Jerome Gellman, Shalom Carmy, Warren Zev Harvey, etc.  

Joseph B. Soloveitchik

Aaron Rakeffet-Rothkoff, The Rav: The World of Rabbi Joseph B. Soloveitchik (Ktav, 1998)


Predominantly a biographical sketch, this book does give a certain amount of background that can be valuable to understanding Soloveitchik's thought. 

Lawrence Kaplan, “Rabbi Joseph Soloveitchik's Philosophy of Halakhah,” Jewish Law Annual 7 (1988)


An important essay that examines the general philosophical background embedded in Soloveitchik's writings about the nature of Jewish law.

David Singer and Moshe Sokol, “Joseph Soloveitchik: Lonely Man of Faith,” Modern Judaism 2:3 (1982).


A long essay which identified consistent and themes and seeming inconsistencies in Soloveitchik’s philosophical writings.

Menachem D. Genack, ed., Rabbi Joseph B. Soloveitchik: Man of Halacha, Man of Faith (Ktav, 1998)


Disciples and children assess the impact of Soloveitchik and examine his halachic thought and communal leadership. 

Online bibliography of primary and secondary sources about Joseph B. Soloveitchik

http://www.math.tau.ac.il/~turkel/engsol.html (
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